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NEW LOCAL RSPCA BRANCH ADVICE AND 
WELFARE CENTRE TAKES A STEP 
FORWARD  
  
A joint message from Avril Fishwick, President, and 
John Ashcroft, Chairman. 
 
As we reported in the newsletter last year, ever since 
we lost our old Advice and Welfare Centre in 
Bridgeman Terrace over ten years ago, the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch has had a major 
ambition to develop a bigger and better advice and 
welfare centre in the area. It has not been easy trying 
to cope from our rented charity shop in Market 
Street.  
 
At last, we can tell readers of ‘Animal Talk’ that we 
are about to receive – within a week or two - the 
keys to the door of a suitable property. Until then, we 
dare not announce its location in case the deal falls 
through – and we don’t want to build false hopes. 
 
Finding the right property to buy outright has not 
been easy but, as the saying goes, good things come 
to those who wait. As we go to Press, the Branch has 
exchanged contracts on a suitable property in 
Wallgate, Wigan, and although we still await the 
outcome of other decisions, we are hopeful that the 
new Centre will open in Spring next year. 
 
The Centre – when complete - will provide a hub for 
all Branch activity in the area. Staff and new 
volunteers will provide animal care and welfare 
advice to members of the public. Other services will 
include low cost micro chipping; neutering vouchers 
and financial assistance towards veterinary bills for 
those on income based benefits.  
 
 

The Way Forward: We can only repeat the message 
we gave when the search for a suitable property 
began last year: We simply hope that news of this 
major project will appeal to all Members and animal 
welfare supporters.  
 
Now that we have a property to base it on, the 
Committee next has to draw up and implement a 
detailed Project and Development Plan. This will 
involve complex negotiations with a number of 
bodies.  
 
If readers have any questions, or suggestions, please 
contact us via the Office. Progress reports will be 
made at future Meetings, on our website, 
www.rspca-wigan.org.uk, and in future Newsletters. 
We will also be issuing a press release - as soon as 
we are handed the keys to the door - to tell the public 
of Wigan about our good news. 
 
Remember, we will need your support in future more 
than ever to maintain this expansion. Besides, we 
still aim to achieve our long term aim of building an 
Animal Home in Wigan, Leigh and District Branch! 
 
Thank you all for your loyal support over many 
years, and through many difficult times, in helping 
cruelly treated and neglected animals in our 
community. We take this opportunity of wishing all 
our readers a Happy Christmas and a Happier New 
Year. 
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Our annual sponsored 
dog walk took place on 
Sunday 27th September.  
The weather was in our 
favour and we were 
pleased to see so many 
wagging tails out this year 
at Pennington Flash 
Nature Reserve.    

 
 
160 legs walked over 
260 miles in total, 
and with micro-
chipping, a raffle, tea 
and cakes available 
we will have raised a 
wonderful £1700. 
 
This result is a tribute 
to the hard work put 
in by Anne Scotson, 
our volunteers, the 
branch staff, and an 
army of helpers.  

We always 
need new 
volunteers, so 
if you would 
like to help us 
make future 
events such a 
success then 
do get in touch 
using the form 
on the back 
page.  
 
The pictures 
show Pearl, 
one of the first 
dogs to finish, 
and volunteer 
Frank with his 

dog Rin and our branch mascot Bonzo. 
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Included with this newsletter are some raffle 
tickets for our Grand Christmas Draw.  We 
have a wonderful range of prizes available 
this year, and as always, all the money 
raised will go straight to helping local 
animals. 
 
Prizes this year include: 
 

Dinner for 2 at The Beeches 
A Roberts DAB Digital Radio 

Slow Cooker 
Meccano Set 
Food Hamper 

Pet Treat Hamper 
M&S Voucher 

And many, more great prizes 
 
Please return all ticket sales to the branch 
office:  54a Market Street, Wigan, WN1 1HX 
by Monday 7th December.  The draw will 
take place on Wednesday 9th at 7pm in the 
Market Street shop. 
 
If you would be able to sell some more 
tickets to friends or family please contact the 
office or call into the shop to pick up some 
more. 
 
Thank you 
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We would like to extend our thanks to 
the friends and family who have 
recently given donations in memory of: 
 
Janet Hayden 
Mr & Mrs Hewitt 
Margaret Kelman 
Nicolette Nolan 
Phillipa Campbell 
Phyl Evans 
Zara the Alsatian 
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Thank you to everybody who entered a photo 
into the Pet Idol competition.  Our judge 
Geoffrey Shryhane had a tough job deciding 
between the photos, all of which were lovely 
and would have looked great in our calendar.  
 
In the end the following were selected to star 
this year: 
 
January  Sam  (Ernest Foster, Standish) 
February  Swan (Collette Young, WN4) 
March   Poppy & Sonny (Pam Shaw, Ince) 
April   Ex-battery hen (Simon Stevens) 
May  Westies (Yvonne Langton) 
June   Kitkat the cat (Anna Hollingsworth) 
July   Lady (Joseph Heaton, Scholes) 
  Sam  (June McMullen, Poolstock) 
August  Eric (Kathleen Mason, WN1) 
September  Penny (Alison Hurst, Platt Bridge) 
October  Bayley (Rebecca Carr, Horwich) 
November  Rats (Jo Parker, Skelmersdale) 
December  Christmas (Vicky Morris, Whelley) 
 
Any photos sent with a SAE have been posted 
back.  If you would like to reclaim any other 
entered photos please come to the shop on 
Market Street and collect them. 
 
Winners have each been sent a calendar.  They 
are also on sale in the Market Street shops and 
will make excellent stocking fillers for friends 
and family.  A4 calendars cost £2 and slimline 
ones just £1.50. 
 
Thank you for entering! 
(and thank you, too, Ailsa for running the event!) 
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We are sad to report that Wilson, who many of 
you know through his work for the Branch over 
the last few years, is having to return to 
Malaysia. He has sent this message to readers: 
 
‘It has been a great pleasure to work with all the 
Branch supporters but sadly it is time to go back 
home and start a new life with my family after 
five years of study and work in Wigan and 
Sheffield. 
 
Time has flown by, especially whilst working for 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch but I have made 
many new friends (people and animals!)and 
learned a lot from their experience of life and 
animal welfare. In my country experience in any 
field is the most valued quality because with it, 
tasks can be carried out quickly, more efficiently 
and with fewer errors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I return, once I have found a job in Electronic Engineering, I will be well equipped to help the 
various SPCA’s improve the shockingly low levels of animal welfare in Kuala Lumpur.  
 
My RSPCA Branch training will be of great help to many unfortunate creatures which, sadly, are 
even more cruelly treated or neglected and in greater numbers, than in Wigan and the UK. 
That does not mean that animals in your community do not need your continuing help because 
much of their suffering is hidden. Just to maintain the high standard of welfare in Wigan I have 
learned that we need lots of local people to help local animals on a regular basis. That help can be 
by volunteering a few hours of your time (as I began) to fill a need, or by simply making monthly 
donations, small or large.   Thank you all for being my friends.’  
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Did you see us in Wigan town centre last 
month?  We set up stall near the Grand Arcade 
and had a great day meeting and talking with 
Saturday shoppers.  We were keen to find out 
more about the pets people have and their 
attitudes towards micro-chipping and neutering, 
we also had goodie-bags of information and 
treats for cats, dogs and rabbits. 
 
We hope to take the stall out and about with us 
more often now our pool of volunteers is 
growing.  If you would like to help at an event 
please let us know by using the form on the 
back page or by phoning the office. 
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Spare a thought for wildlife and pets this winter 
as temperatures start to fall.  

Owners should give extra special attention to 
animals kept outside during the chilly weather.  

* Keep a close eye on guinea pigs and 
rabbits you keep outdoors. Put extra bedding 
in their living area and be prepared to place 
them in a shed or garage for extra shelter.  

* Those who own ponds should check 
them every day to ensure the water has not 
frozen. If it has, place a saucepan of hot water 
on the surface to gently melt the ice, or use 

one of the products available from garden 
centres to maintain an air hole through which 
pond dwellers can breathe. Never smash the 
ice or pour boiling water directly into the pond 
as this can shock and kill fish. 

* Garden birds can also suffer during the 
winter months when food and water sources 
dry up.  By leaving out food like stale cake, 
moist breadcrumbs, seeds, sultanas, biscuits, 
cooked rice and bacon rind for them to eat 
they will be able to survive the cold snap. They 
will also need plenty of fresh water for bathing 
and drinking. 
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We have a number of cats and rabbits looking 
for cosy homes to move into this winter!  The 
ones below are currently being cared for at 
Gilmore’s veterinary surgery in Standish.  
Please contact the 
branch on 01942  
824165 if you could 
adopt or foster.
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Please send your comments, articles, ideas, and donations of course to:  

RSPCA, Wigan, Leigh & District Branch , 54a Market St, Wigan, WN1 1HX.  
Registered Charity Number 232249. Website www.rspca -wigan.org.uk 

 
Please remember to always quote all the above details when making out donations or a legacy. 
See our leaflet about leaving money to help animals in Wigan. 
 
Donor’s Details 
Full Name: _________________________________________________________________]  
 
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________]  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________] 
 
Postcode:   ________________________]      Phone number: _______________________] 
 
Yes – I am interested in volunteering – please contact me  
 
Donation (if applicable) Amount £________   email address : …………………………………… 
 
Please let us know too if you already give a regular donation to RSPCA HQ and you would like 
our work for local animals to benefit from it instead. 
N.B. Please sign and date your form: 
I am a UK Taxpayer and I wish to Gift Aid any donations I have made or make to the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch. 
 
Signed_________________________ Date__________________________ 

Remember: Full name + Home address + Postcode + SignSignSignSign =     

You can make your donation worth 25% more to us, at no extra cost to you, simply by making the Gift Aid 
Declaration below. If you are a UK taxpayer and would like us to be able to reclaim the tax on the donations you 
make, please sign the declaration.  
 
Notes: - 1 - You must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the charity reclaims - currently 25p for each £1 
you give. 2 - If your circumstances change, you can cancel this declaration by notifying the Charity. 3 - If you pay a higher rate of tax, you can 
claim further relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return.  
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We were touched to find out recently that a long time friend, Nellie Hill, had very generously 
remembered the Branch in her will, leaving us a legacy that will go far to helping us deliver 
more advice and support as we move forwards and develop the new Advice Centre. 
 
Nellie was on our mailing list, and was kept informed about our welfare activities and needs. 
The Branch was also able to help with her concerns about a colony of feral cats, and her main 
love of dogs.  
 
If you are thinking about remembering your local RSPCA Branch in your will please make sure 
it clearly states that your gift is for the “Wigan, Leigh and District Branch” (otherwise RSPCA 
Headquarters will benefit instead – They receive up to 20 legacies per year from local people).    


