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Sad news about Colin Bean 
 
We were all saddened to hear of the recent 
death of Colin Bean one of our Vice Presidents.  
Colin, who played “Private Sponge” in the 
classic series “Dad’s Army”, was a loyal 
supporter of the Branch, and a true gentleman.  
He even thought to write to us during his illness 
to apologise for not being able to be more active 
in helping the Branch! 
 
Born on 15 April 1926 Colin’s first appearance 
was as a shepherd in a school play, and much 
against paternal intentions, he took up acting 
professionally until being called up for national 
service. He served for four years, spending 
some time in Japan. 
 

As Private Sponge he appeared in 76 of Dad’s 
Army’s 80 episodes.  He has also had roles in Z 
Cars, The Liver Birds and a guest appearance 
on Are You Being Served? 

Due to his arthritis, in his later years he 
concentrated on his radio work. He wrote his 
autobiography, Who Do You Think You Are 
Kidding! which was published in 1998 and went 
into three editions. 

Though wheelchair bound in his latter years, he 
continued to make sporadic but popular 
appearances on stage in the North West of 
England discussing his long acting career. He 
was also a regular at Dad’s Army reunions. He 
continued to live in the Scholes area of Wigan 
until his death. He died aged 83, in Wigan 
Infirmary, on 20 June 2009. 

 
But hope for our new Centre 
 
I know Colin would have been wonderfully 
pleased to have heard the news that the Branch 
has now found a site for our Animal Welfare 
Centre and that the purchasing process is 
underway.  Nothing is “signed and sealed” yet 
but we hope to complete the purchase and 
reveal the location to you very soon.  Please 
keep your fingers crossed that the final 
processes go through and look out on our 
website and in the local newspaper for the 
news!  Thank you for all your support that has 
taken us so far. 
 
Thank you for your loyal support. 
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As you will remember from our last newsletter 
we are at an exciting juncture in the Branch’s 
development. 

We had all hoped to have more definite news to 
share with you in this newsletter about our new 
Centre, however as Avril says, an 
announcement should follow shortly, and I look 
forward to welcoming you to visit the new 
centre. 

To recap:   In order to help as many needy 
animals as possible, the RSPCA Wigan, Leigh 
& District Branch has developed plans for an 
Animal Advice & Welfare Centre in Wigan. 

The new centre will provide animal care and 
welfare advice to members of the public. Other 
services will include low cost micro chipping; 
neutering vouchers and financial assistance 
towards veterinary bills for those on income 
based benefits.  

In the future, it is also hoped that a clinic will be 
developed on site to provide basic veterinary 
procedures and initial treatments for animals in 
need. The centre will also provide 
reception/office space, a shop, adequate 
parking for visitors and will be the focus for 
RSPCA supporters, staff and volunteers in the 
area.  

 
 

As always we are constantly looking for new 
fundraising ideas, and this Christmas we will be 
launching a special Wigan and Leigh RSPCA 
calendar. 

The *Pet Idol* search is therefore on for our 
calendar stars!  Have a look at the article on 
page 6 to find out how you can enter a photo of 
your pet. 

The 12 categories will be judged by Geoff 
Shryhane. 

The calendars will be on sale in the shop from 
November. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m also very pleased to report that our branch 
received an award at the last RSPCA Regional 
Board Meeting, recognising our work in 
rehoming animals. 

We received the award as of all RSPCA 
branches without an Animal Centre  we had 
the largest increase in numbers of animals 
rehomed in 2008 (95) compared with 2007. 

Mary Holland, Vice Chair, received the award 
on behalf of the Branch. (Mary is on the right of 
the photo.) 

I hope you all have had a good summer, in 
between the rain storms, and are looking 
forward to the autumn.   

������
 

John Ashcroft, Branch Chairman  
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Joan Sharratt, a former Trustee of the Branch, 
sadly passed away earlier this summer.  Joan 
was a Trustee for a number of years in the 
seventies and eighties and her good work will 
be remembered. 
In particular Joan played a part in the Branch 
closing down the Council’s Pet Destruction yard 
at Frog Lane.  Conditions were so bad there 
that the operative was prosecuted for causing 
cruelty to many animals.�
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We had our most successful RSPCA week yet 
this year, thanks to all the volunteers who 
manned our collections at Tescos Wigan, 
Atherton and Hindley. 

All-in-all we collected over £2,332 plus 
donations of cat and dog food which will go to 
help needy or feral animals in our area. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers and 
hope they enjoyed themselves as much as 
Jess, Gina (in the dog suit) and Pat appear to 
have done! 
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“Bogus collectors” – those who give the 
impression they are collecting for a charitable 
purpose, whilst doing no such thing – and 
thieves of donations bags left out for legitimate 
charities are a persistent threat to charities’ 
operations. 

You might have received leaflets through your 
door asking you to leave out bags of unwanted 
items to help people in developing countries, or 
caught up in natural disasters.  A number of 
these are not legitimate collections and your 
goods will be sold on for profit. 

Leaflets should be checked for a registered 

charity number or charity name. It can be 
verified with the Charity Commission that the 
organisation is a genuine charity; this can be 
done via their website – 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk or by calling 
them on 0870 333 0123. 

�
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Earlier this summer, in April, the RSPCA 
appealed for information after a female swan, 
which had been sitting on a nest of eggs, was 
beaten to death by two youths at Amberswood 
Lake off 
Liverpool Road, Platt Bridge. 

At around 6.30pm on Friday 24 April the swan 
was seen being kicked and stamped on before 
being thrown into a wooded area. When the 
witness went to investigate she was already 
dead.  

Inspector Lisa Lupson said: “This was a 
horrendous incident which no doubt caused this 
swan a huge amount of suffering.” 

 “Looking at her injuries it would seem the poor 
thing was literally beaten to death.  To add to 
the tragedy, she had been sitting on a nest. 
Fortunately, the eggs hadn’t hatched.” 

 One of the youths is described as about 18-
years-old, 6ft tall with a slim build. He was 
wearing a dark coloured shell tracksuit. The 
other is described as about 5ft 2’ with a medium 
build. He was wearing grey clothing. According 
to the witness they have been seen at the lake 
several times carrying what appears to be an 
airgun in a rucksack.  

 “We want to hear from anyone who has any 
information about what happened”, said 
inspector Lupson. Anyone who thinks they can 
help should call the RSPCA cruelty line on 0300 
1234999 and ask to leave a message for her.    

-�������
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“The motive that you’ll find most strong 
The simple rule, the short and long 

For doing animals no wrong 
Is this, that you are one.” 

Henry Salt 
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Although nowadays fireworks feature at all kinds 
of celebrations - not just Bonfire Night. Many 
people enjoy fireworks, but many animals are 
frightened by them. 
 
If any of your pets are afraid of the bangs or 
lights of fireworks the RSPCA has plenty of 
information and advice to help. 
 
You can pick up our Fireworks leaflet from the 
shop on Market Street, or download it from 
http://www.rspca.org.uk (look under campaigns 
for “fireworks). 
 
Top Tips Cat & Dogs: 
 

·  Gather cats and dogs safely inside before 
the fireworks start. 
·  Close curtains, doors, windows and turn the 
TV on, to muffle the sounds. 
·  Make sure your animal has somewhere safe 
and secure to hide in the house if it wants to. 
·  No matter how tempting it is to sympathise 
with or console your pet – ignore them!  If you 
act “normal” then they will not be as concerned 
as they are if you make a fuss of them. 
 
Top Tips for Outside Animals: 
 

·  Make sure they are back in hutches/cages 
and out of their runs before fireworks start. 
·  Provide extra bedding or even a blanket over 
the hutch to help block out sound and flashes. 
·  If you can manage it, you could temporarily 
bring hutches into a porch, garage or other 
sound-proofed area. 
 
If your animals are very scared your vet may be 
able to help by providing sedatives or plug in 
devises which give off hormones that dogs and 
cats find calming. 
You can also 
buy a CD of 
scary sounds 
from the RSPCA 
website to use 
all year around 
to condition your 
animal to loud 
noises. 
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Wigan Council is working with the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch in enabling more 
responsible pet ownership by offering 
assistance with microchipping and other welfare 
services. We both aim to reduce the amount of 
dog fouling in the Borough through a joint 
publicity campaign that will be launched in the 
near future. This ought to improve the esteem 
held by the public for all dogs and their owners if 
it is successful.  

In addition to this campaign the Council will be 
organising responsible dog awareness events 
within local communities. They would welcome 
any RSPCA supporters who would like to get 
involved and help them promote the issues and 
change behaviours where necessary. Examples 
of such activities would be the giving out of free 
dog waste bags and jointly prepared leaflets.  

Can you offer a morning or an afternoon and 
come along and help the Council by talking with 
residents and advising them what they could do 
to be responsible dog owners?  

If so please call or email Paul Dandy at the 
Council -  
Paul.Dandy@wigan.gov.uk or call 01942 
404364  
Or contact the Branch office for more details 
first. 
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We’ve so many that we’ve spread them out 
through this newsletter!   Please read about 
them and consider them if you are looking for a 
new pet. Please contact us. (see page 7) 

Chinky                        
Taken from an 
owner’s back yard by 
RSPCA Inspector 
Lisa Lupson as a 5 
month old kitten, he 
had been kept tied to 
a washing machine 
as his ‘kennel’�

3 kittens  offspring of the lovely Tilly (two pages 
on). (Two Black and one black and White) 
Ready to go home! 
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This Christmas we hope to produce a very 
special 2010 calendar starring local animals.   
 
We need 12 great photos, 1 for each month.  
Have you got a photo of your pet that you’d like 
to enter into our competition? 

There are 12 categories in Pet Idol 

1.   Pet in a winter scene 
2.   Pet in a summer scene 
3.   Pet in a spring/Easter scene 
4.   Pet in an autumn scene 
5.   Best cat(s) 
6.   Best dog(s) 
7.   Best rabbit(s) 
8.   Best other pet(s) 
9.   Best photo of local wildlife 
10. Owner and pet photo 
11. Inter-species harmony! 
12.  Happiest looking pet(s) 
 
The photos will be judged by Geoff Shryhane of 
the Wigan Observer. 

All photos entered must be accompanied by a 
donation of at least 50p per entry . 

All entry fees and funds from the sale of the 
calendars will go towards the new Centre which 
we hope to open in the New Year. 

The prizes are a calendar and “fame”.  
Calendars will be on sale in the Market Street 
shop from November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter by post or in person: 
 
1. Complete the tear-off entry slip below. 
 
2. Post the slip, your photo and an entry-fee 

donation of at least 50p to: Pet Idol, RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch 54a Market 
Street Wigan, WN1 1HX.   Or drop it in at the 
shop on Market Street. 

 
Unfortunately photos cannot be returned. 
 
	��
�
Do everything online: 
 
1. Email photo to:  

contactus@rspca-wigan.co.uk  
(.jpeg high resolution but no larger than 3MB 
please).   

 
2. Make sure your email states your full name, 

address, pet’s name, any caption and “I give 
permission for my photo to be used by 
the RSPCA Wigan, Leigh & District 
Branch for publicity and commercial 
use”. 

 
3. Go to www.rspca-wigan.co.uk, click on 

“donations” in the left-hand side menu and 
make a donation online as your entry fee (at 
least 50p please).  Make sure you enter 
your name, to match the name you give 
in your email . 

 
 
The closing date is Friday 2 nd October 

������	������,��	���
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By entering I give permission for my photo to 
be used by the RSPCA Wigan, Leigh & 
District Branch for publicity and commercial 
use. 
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Home Office statistics released last month show that in 
2008 almost half a million more animals were used in 
scientific procedures than in 2007.  This is especially 

disappointing given that this year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the concept of the three Rs – replacement, 
reduction and refinement – that is meant to form the basis 

for human research. 
 

The RSPCA is actively lobbying the UK and EU 
Parliaments to improve legislation and practice relating to 
animal experimentation.  If you would like to find out more 
about this or about other current RSPCA campaigns and 

take action - please visit: 
www.giveanimalsavoice.org.uk  
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Please send your comments and donations to:  

RSPCA, Wigan, Leigh & District Branch , 54a Market St, Wigan, WN1 1HX.  
Registered Charity Number 232249. 

 
Please remember to always quote all this information when making out donations or a legacy. 
See our leaflet about leaving money to help animals in Wigan. 
 
Donor’s Details 
Full Name: _________________________________________________________________]  
 
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________]  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________] 
 
Postcode:   ________________________]      Phone number: _______________________] 
 
Yes – I am interested in volunteering – please contact me  
 
Donation (if applicable) Amount £____________________ 
 
Let us know if you already give a regular donation to RSPCA HQ and you wish us to benefit from 
it. 
N.B. Please sign and date your form: 
I am a UK Taxpayer and I wish to Gift Aid any donations I have made or make to the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch. 
 
Signed_________________________ Date__________________________ 

Remember: Full name + Home address + Postcode + Sign =     

You can make your donation worth 25% more to us, at no extra cost to you, simply by making the Gift Aid 
Declaration below. If you are a UK taxpayer and would like us to be able to reclaim the tax on the donations you 
make, please sign the declaration.  
 
Notes: - 1 - You must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the charity reclaims - currently 25p for each £1 
you give. 2 - If your circumstances change, you can cancel this declaration by notifying the Charity. 3 - If you pay a higher rate of tax, you can 
claim further relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return.  
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Tilly female, mother of three kittens 
whole family taken in from Skelmersdale. 
Was pregnant - kittens now ready for 
home and Tilly now neutered and ready 
for an independent single girl lifestyle with 
a new family!   - Please contact us or 
Gilmore Vet (see Page 7) 
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Our annual sponsored 
dog walk will take place 
on Sunday 27 th 
September .  We raised 
an amazing amount last 
year and hope to see 
even more wagging tales 
out this year with our 
change in location to 
Pennington Flash 

Nature Reserve .   

We’ll meet there to register from 10am and the 
walk should start around 11am and finish an 
hour later.  There’ll also be micro-chipping 
available for just £10. 

You can pick up a sponsorship form from the 
shop, or sponsor your dog yourself on the day 
(minimum of £5 please!). 

If you don’t have a dog you are still very 
welcome to join us.  You can sponsor one of the 
dogs from the Liverpool RSPCA home that will 
be joining us for a day out! 

�	������	������������
Now, you can report your missing loved ones 
direct on the Branch’s website www.rspca-
wigan.org.uk  including a photo.  
 
We will also transfer the details on to our 
National Call Centre’s computer so that details 
will be available to any finders 24 hours per day, 
seven days per week. 

Please remember that dogs have special 
numbers. For Lost and Stray dogs please phone 
the Council’s ‘Lost and Found Hotline’ on 0845 
241 7253 Daily until 1 p.m. and after 5 p.m. until 
1 a.m. The Dog Warden Service - for Found 
Dog reports only - is available from 8.45a.m - 5 
p.m.�
 

�
�
�
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3 months ago Solo, a black and white cat who 
had been recently adopted went missing and his 
new owners launched a search, including giving 
us a picture and description for our website.  
Well we’re please to say that Solo is now back 
at home, safe a well, but with a few battle scars 
and scabs! 
He was 
found by a 
neighbour a 
few blocks 
away and is 
now settling 
in, and 
getting to 
know 
Dookie the 
kitten, who 
joined the 
family after it 
seemed 
Solo was 
gone for 
good. 
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We currently have a number of animals in 
Gilmore’s looking for good homes. Please 
phone us on 01942 824165 if you think you can 
help. 
            
Molly   Long 
haired ginger 
female adult, 
beautiful red-
head from 
Scholes in 
Wigan. Owner 
can no longer 
keep.  
 
 

Molly & Mildred         Two lovely ladies who have been with 
us for a while and would love a new home to go to.  You have 
to meet them to appreciate their really lovely natures.  About 
18 months old, so no daft young cat antics to bother you!  
Could be split up if need be.  
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Amazingly Gina Senior ran the London 
Marathon again this year and by this and a 
number of other recent fund-raisers has raised a 
wonderful £1200 for the Branch. 

We are so grateful to Gina and to everybody 
who sponsored her.  If you would like to raise 
funds for the Branch, large or small, do get in 
touch and we can help you out with RSPCA 
fundraising materials. Call 01942 824165. 

Pictured:  Gina, Betty and Branch Manager Bill 
Stubbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The London Marathon: 

Sunday 26th April 2009, 7am I wake up and the 
nerve Monster is already there in my stomach. 

All those long winter training runs and half 
marathon events were all in preparation for this 
day. I put on my carefully selected kit, not too 
old not too new, and it feels like an old friend! 

My support Team(my Mum and Husband) are 
up and about. 

First challenge of the day is to eat a huge bowl 
of porridge, And that nerve Monster has stuck a 
no Entry sign in my throat! 

I pin that all important number to my chest and 
off we go to Blackheath. 

Oh no! The jubilee line is closed, Nerve 
monster's mate panic is there now!! 

Thanks to my Husbands sat-nav like brain we 
are re routed and on our way. The train driver 
wishes us all good luck and tells us we are all 
winners. 

The hoards of runners leave the train and 
we make our way to the start line. The 
atmosphere is electrifying and nerve monster is 
slowly turning into mushy emotion. 

After kissing my support team goodbye I 
position myself with the Masses ready to go. 

Up there in that helicopter the world is watching! 
So will I next year!!! 

The gun goes off. Nerve monster is desperately 
trying to survive by river dancing in my stomach. 
We slowly start to move, then run, Wahay! we 
over the start line, Monster gone!I have a job to 
do! 

With the thought of my little Rescue dog Betty to 
keep me strong I will reach the finish!            

Gina Senior 
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We are very grateful to Anne Scotson who 
recently organised a concert in aid of our 
Branch raising £250 and a summer fun-day 
which raised £100! 

Also to Joan Coffey who asked for donations to 
our Branch in lieu of 80th Birthday presents!  A 
lovely idea and we were all very touched by the 
donation of £210. 

Mr & Mrs Lythgoe had the same idea when it 
came to their Golden Wedding Anniversary and 
we are very grateful for their kind donations as 
well. 

Thanks also to Mr K Hollinshead, Mr Joseph 
Jones, Mrs V Rudnicki, Mr O’Reilly, MrAllan 
Southworth, “Marion” and to Jessica Kiggins 
whose kind donations will help our work 
continue.  Also to Mrs K Mason who gave a 
donation in memory of her dear black cat 
Charlie.  
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Twa Dogs Inn? 
We may shortly be taking in two dogs who will 
need to be rehomed together.  If you are the 
special person who has space in your heart, 

home, timetable, life and garden for this duo do 
get in touch 
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It's not long now 
until the Great 
North Run in 
Newcastle which 
Ian Marshall is 
once again taking 
part in and trying 
to raise funds for 
the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & 
District Branch. 
 
Here, Ian has just 
completed the 

Great Yorkshire Run, a 10k race that took place 
in Sheffield on Sunday 6th September 2009, all 
good practise for the half marathon in a 
fortnights time, 20th September. 
 
Bobby will be there to support Ian and Rose 
Marshall, who works at Gilmore Veterinary 
Surgery, will also be there to see him cross the 
finishing line. 
 If anyone would like to sponsor Ian, on behalf 
of the RSPCA, please contact the Wigan branch 
or Gilmore Veterinary Surgery in Standish. 
���������	
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Thanks to everybody who bought or sold a 
ticket for our Easter Raffle.  You raised a 
wonderful £1784 all of which will go towards 
helping animals in need in Wigan, Leigh and 
around.  The lucky winners were: 

PRIZE 
NO. PRIZE WINNER 

1st  
Dinner for Two at the Beeches 
Standish A. Higham 

2nd Breville Blue Ice Electric Kettle Betty Conway 

3rd 
Johnson Group (Mesnes Rd) 
Hairdressing Voucher  M. Higham 

4th Slow Cooker Mrs C. M. Melling 

5th PRDVD5 DVD Player Mr H. Cadman 

6th £25 Higham’s Florists Voucher Mrs Bratley 

7th Liverpool F.C. Junior Football Shirt Mrs Deakin 

8th Gentleman’s Watch Mrs J Howarth 

9th Large Cooler Picnic Bag Mr B. Stubbs 

10th Mystery Prize (1) (Gin) Mrs Fish 

11th Match of the Day Game Mrs E. Carney 

12th Patio Candle Lantern Angela Jackson 

13th 
 £10 Wilkinson Stores Shopping 
Voucher Ms H. Crawford 

14th Pair of Victorian Porcelain Dolls Mrs J. Nevin 
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After the death, at the ripe old age of 13, of 
“Ashley” Pam Shaw’s rescue dog she wasn’t 
sure any dog could ever fill that space.  
However earlier this year Pam found herself an 
unexpected fosterer of an elderly Jack Russell 
who had been cruelly left behind, locked in a 
local house, when its tenants left. 
Pam agreed to take the old dog in for a while 

and the RSPCA helped 
fund health checks for 
her.   
“Poppy” has now 
become a permanent 
resident however and 
Pam wouldn’t be without 
her.  Look out for Pam 
and Poppy around 
Wigan and see what a 
new lease of elderly pets 
can gain when people 

adopt and care for them!��
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Beautiful Black Rabbit 
He’s so modest he didn’t want us to show a 
photo, however the gorgeous Dusty is looking 
for a good home.  He has lovely straight black 
ears and is neutered. Please contact us see P7. 
 
 

15th Punch Fountain (for a tipple at Party) Audrey Dawber 

16th Leonardo Collection Mug Patricia Higgins 

17th Mystery Prize (2) (Bottle of Wine) Mr T. Bates 

18th Gloria Vanderbilt Eau de Toilette  Miss S. Murray 

19th Dillis Chocolate Rabbit B. Gregory 

20th After Eight Mints Chocolate Egg R. Brockbank 

21st Rabbit Toffee Lollies Ms K. Mason 

22nd  Stainless Steel Vacuum Flask F. Hampson 

23rd Leather Writing Set  Mr J. T. Allen 

24th Office Document bag Stan Gibson 

25th 
Tartan Hip Flask and small bottle (of 
Whisky)   Pam Palmer 

26th Cosmetic Bag including toiletries 
Allison 
Rimmington 

27th Indulgence Gift Set of Toiletries Arthur Smith 

28th Creative Gifts Mug, Tray and Coaster A. Dooley 

29th Magnolia Toiletries Large Gift Set Marie Hayes 

30th 
Vase and Floral Arrangement from 
Glitz Mrs J Graham 

31st Cuddly Toy Fluffy Duck  Mr A Boyle 

32nd Cuddly Toy Spring Rabbit Ian Marshall 
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We were very pleased to have been invited, 
earlier this summer, to run a stall at the West 
Lancs Green Fayre.  This is a 2-day event that 
takes place at Beacon Country Park and has a 
range of stalls, displays and activities by local 
“green”, wildlife and animal groups. 

However, sadly, we couldn’t get together a 
sufficient number of volunteers to run the stall. 

If you could help out occasionally with one-off 
events like this, or more regularly, do please let 
us know.  You can use the tear-off slip on the 
back page, or ring us on 01942 824165. 

�
����  
We would like to extend our thanks to all the 
staff at Blueprint Distribution Ltd in London and 
the family of Rob Sykes who made a recent 
donation in memory of Rob rather than giving 
flowers. 

Also to Catrina Lodge a young volunteer who 
successfully nominated us to the Trustees of the 
Yorkshire Building Society Charitable 
Foundation.  We received a donation from their 
funds as a result. 

Rose Marshall raised a wonderful £108 recently 
running a stall in aid of the RSPCA at a Walmer 
Bridge Garden Party.  Despite showers, wind 
and 
hailstones 
(in May!!) 
the turnout 
was 
reasonable 
and 
everyone 
enjoyed it. 
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A Concert and Raffle  in aid of the RSPCA 
Wigan Leigh & District Branch will be held on 
18th October  at St Pauls Labour Club. Heather 
Grove. Leigh Lancashire WN7 5QS.  Tickets are 
only £2.  You can buy them on the door, or 
Contact Organiser Anne Scotson on 01942 
745059 for more details. 
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This piece by Geoff Shryhane, 
one of our Vice Presidents 
originally appeared in the 
Wigan Observer on 04/08/09 
but we wanted to share it  
with you again. 
 


