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There seem to be so many interesting items 
in the newsletter this time that I find it 
difficult to link them all together with one 
theme. This is the first newsletter of the 
year and we can only find the time (and the 
money) to write – and send out – four per 
year, and I want to say how grateful we are 
to Ailsa as co-editor with Bill and their team 
of at least six other helpers in the charity 
shop who spend about four days - in 
between doing their other animal and 
fundraising work - stuffing newsletters and 
tickets into envelopes. Please don’t take all 
this hard work for granted - and do please 
support their efforts by sending back a 
donation, or at least by buying or selling 
tickets. There are always lots of prizes – as 
well as star prizes. Regretfully, due to rising 
costs – and another increase in postage - 
we will have to save money next time by not 
sending the future issues to readers who 
never reply. 

I want to tell you a story which hopefully will 
encourage you to give. It concerns one 
man’s caring for the animals of Wigan that 
seems to live on beyond the grave. 
Fortunately, the Branch was still around to 
provide Veterinary help and homing 
assistance! 
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Bill told me that amongst the many emails 
which we recently received via our Branch 
website www.rspca-wigan.org.uk was an 
appeal for help from Ken Talbot, Verger at 
Wigan Parish Church. A lovely, timid, tabby 
feline had chosen to take up residence in 
those hallowed cloisters during the freezing 
January. Of course, she was being fed by 
friendly parishioners of All Saints but they 
were worried about the temperature at 
night. Mary Holland, our expert cat-trapper 
quickly caught her and following a trip to our 
Animal Hospital in Eccles, she now lives a 
secular life style with a neighbour in Leigh.  
 
As Bill remarked to Ken, we seem to be 
motivated to carry on the great caring 
tradition set by the late Rector, Canon 
Malcolm Forrest. Canon Forrest kindly held 
an Animals’ Day Service on St Francis Day 
in 1990 to commemorate 150 years of 
Royal patronage (bestowed by Queen 
Victoria who publicly condemned the 
widespread cruelty to animals in 1840). It 
hardly seems twelve years since Bill 
trapped and neutered at least fifty cats from 
a colony of feral felines that Malcolm used 
to feed at The Hall. I am sure Malcolm is 
keeping an eye on his former charges. 
 

Thank you for your loyal support. 

�����   
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I’m glad to let you know that plans for the 
new Welfare & Advice Centre are 
proceeding apace, with the branch Trustees 
and their advisors working up the 
specifications that a building will need to 
meet and costing of the services we hope to 
provide.  I hope to update you in the next 
newsletter with news of a potential location. 
 
On that note, I have been 
asked to correct a misleading 
report that the Branch’s 
proposed Welfare and Advice 
Centre will be able to 
accommodate stray animals.  
 
Unfortunately, our resources do 
not yet stretch to setting up an 
establishment of that scale; 
although our Committee’s long 
term goal remains to set up our 
own Branch Animal Home. The 
Local Authorities for both Wigan 
and Skelmersdale have 
contracts with Leigh Dogs and 
Cats Home for holding stray 
dogs until they are claimed or 
sold to new owners. 
 
Once the Branch finds and sets up its 
proposed Welfare and Advice Centre later 
this year, we are hoping to be able to afford 
more regular visits by the Mobile Unit and 
David Yates’ team from the Animal 
Hospital. 
 
The picture on this page shows the March 
visit of the Unit to Wigan, you’ll find the full 
report further on in the newsletter.  I would 
like to add however that we are very 
grateful to Lower Ince Labour Club for 
providing the facilities needed to run the 
exercise. They have enabled us to pioneer 
a new animal welfare venture in Wigan 
Leigh and District. 
 
Unfortunately I also need to update you on 
a review our branch trustees have made of 
fundraising activities for 2009.  As ever our 

thoughts, energy and actions need to be on 
establishing new and steady sources of 
income to support the Centre, which when 
established will require a higher level of 
funding than our local Branch has ever had.    
 
The Trustees have therefore reviewed the 
success of our various fundraising activities 
over the last years and have decided not to 
run the WOW Dog Show or JJB Collection 
this year.  This is because they require a 
disproportionate amount of staff, volunteer 
and trustee time – Time we are keen to 

invest elsewhere to gain greater returns for 
our future Centre. 
 
This situation may change however if we 
had a greater pool of volunteers willing to 
staff such events and collections for us.  
The next fundraiser we need more help with 
is RSPCA week (27th April – 3rd May) – find 
out more on page 5.   If you might be able 
to help do get in touch by calling the office 
or returning the form on the back page. 
 
I hope you all have a good Easter and are 
looking forward to the spring.   

������
 

John Ashcroft, Branch Chairman
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We are still searching for another Charity 
Shop to replace the one we had to give up 
in Pemberton. The trouble is that rents are 
still very high. We are looking at a number 
of locations, but need to count on having 
enough unpaid volunteers to help run it! 
 
If you think you might be able to volunteer 
please call the Wigan Shop on  
01942 248 493 
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Meanwhile, work at our main shop 
continues harder than ever. Will you help us 
to raise funds for the Branch’s work and the 
new Centre through this main source of 
fundraising? We could not survive without 
your donations of items to re-sell, or 
recycle. The list of goods from which we 
can earn income grows daily. Necessity 
being the ‘Mother’ of invention! 
 
Please ask friends and relations if they can 
donate: BRIC A BRAC; BOOKS; 
GARMENTS; ELECTRICAL GOODS;  
OLD PHONES; SMALL FURNITURE AND 
USED INK CARTRIDGES AND STAMPS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will pick up collections - but to help save 
fuel (and do our bit to protect the 
environment!) - Our driver is only able to 
call for 3 full bin bags or the equivalent. 
Please phone the Shop on Wigan (01942) 
248 493 
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Wendy Greenough, one of our great Shop 
Volunteers  has been raising extra funds by 
valuing donated items on t’internet before 
we price them. One teddy bear raised £31 
this way. Wendy has also begun a tombola 
at £1 a go. So far over £100 of tickets have 
been sold.  
 
Wendy said: ‘Customers enjoy having a 
little flutter after making a purchase and 
they win nice prizes which I enjoy finding 
and wrapping so that they look like 
presents.’ Wendy would like donations of 
more bric a brac to give as prizes as well as 
any unwanted gift wrap paper.   
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Gilmore’s vets wish to thank all their clients 
who supported their Christmas raffle in aid 
of our Branch. 
 

 
 
All the staff at Gilmore’s contributed to 
make a massive Christmas Hamper for 1st 
prize, with some sweets and biscuits for 
2nd and 3rd prizes. The hamper was full of 
treats, biscuits, mince pies, xmas puddings, 
salmon, cranberry sauce etc. 
 
Lots of clients bought tickets and they 
raised £200 for the Wigan+Leigh Branch. 
 
The lucky winner was Mrs Carole Chapman 
pictured collecting the hamper with her 
Cocker Spaniel “Holly". 
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Please stand up and be counted - to help 
the animals of Wigan, Hindley and Atherton.  
 
Will you please do a couple of hours for us 
at one of the Tesco superstores? Children 
can help out also but have to be 
accompanied by a responsible grown-up. 
 
How do you take part? Just fill in the 
Collector’s form that Hazel and Bill have 
enclosed with this newsletter to tell them 
when and where you can collect.  
 
If you need one of our Volunteer identity 
cards, or if you have any other questions, 
please phone the office on 01942 824165.  
 
Please leave a message if you like, and one 
of us will phone you back as soon as we 
can. 
 
QUESTION - BUT WHERE DOES ALL 
THE MONEY AND DONATED PET FOOD 
GO? 
 
ANSWER – STRAIGHT INTO ANIMALS 
VIA OUR COMMUNITY ANIMAL ACTION 
WEEKS! 
 
Pet food for cats 
will go to feed 
feral cats and 
other pet food 
will either go to 
needy owners 
via the mobile 
unit, or to 
animals in 
neighbouring 
Animal Centres.  
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We were all gobsmacked in our Wigan 
Charity shop recently by a totally 
unexpected donation of one thousand 
pounds!  
 
The giver, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, was moved to act after reading 
about the ‘double-whammy’ of our losing 
the income from our second charity shop in 
Pemberton; whilst at the same time needing 
to meet the high running costs of the 
proposed Welfare and Advice Centre.  
 
Thank you again , friend of the animals of 
Wigan.’ 
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H & T PAWNBROKERS 

21 HOPE STREET, 
THE GALLERIES SHOPPING CENTRE, 

WIGAN, LANCS. 
TEL 01942 237518 

 
WILKINSONS HARDWARE STORES LTD 

STANDISHGATE, WIGAN 
 

F.G. WELCH CENTRAL HEATING AND 
GAS SERVICES LTD 

23A PARKBROOK LANE, 
SHEVINGTON, WN6 8AF 

TEL 01257 421660 
 

GIBSON & YOUNG ORNAMENT 
MARKET HALL, WIGAN 

 
GLITZ  

FASHION ACCESSORIES 
UNIT 46, 19 HOPE ST, THE GALLERIES, 

WIGAN, WN1 1QF 
 

JOHNSON HAIRDRESSING 
57 MESNES ROAD, WIGAN 

TEL: 01942 248885 
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This mare, described as 14-hands tall and 
black with a white blaze, was so emaciated 
she couldn’t stand when the RSPCA was 
called on Monday 19 January 2009. 
 
RSPCA Inspector Lisa Lupson said: “After 
several hours spent trying to save her the 
vet with us decided she needed to be put to 
sleep to end her suffering. We did our best 
but it was the kindest thing for her. It really 
was heartbreaking.” 
 
Inspector Lupson had arrived at the scene 
just off Appley Lane North at 10.15am. A 
further RSPCA inspector, a vet, a police 
officer, two fire engines and crew, a local 
JCB owner and three members of the 
RSPCA Bolton Branch all did their bit to try 
to rescue the horse.  
 
“We were hoping to be able to get her to 
her feet and we tried everything. The fire 

service was brilliant, and of course the local 
company who helped. The local RSPCA 
branch brought their horse trailer down to 
us so we could get her to the vets, but it 
wasn’t to be,” said inspector Lupson. 
 
At 1.30pm, after over three hours of trying, 
the vet euthanised on humane grounds. 
 
The RSPCA traced the owner who is being 
interviewed at the time of printing the 
newsletter.  
 
One of the hidden costs of equine work is 
the damage that dirt tracks do to rescuers’ 
vehicles. The lady volunteer who raced with 
her horse box to this rescue attempt, albeit 
too late to save the pony this time, had to 
pay for over £400 of damage caused by the 
muddy conditions. Will you help the Branch 
pay half of the cost? Unpaid volunteers who 
do this work ought not to be out of pocket, 
and after most rescues this lady tows away 
a happy equine. 
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·  Pigs are very clean - they hate a dirty bed and will select a  
latrine area and use it. 
·  Britons ate 1.6 million tonnes of pork in 2007.  
·  We import more than 60% including 40% of all fresh and  
frozen pork and an astonishing 80% of all our bacon comes  
mainly from Denmark, the Netherlands and Germany.  
·  An alarming 70% of the 970,000 tonnes of pork we import  
each year does not meet British welfare standards.  
·  Demand for UK pork has slumped 36%. 
·  Retailers are perfectly entitled to label foreign meat ‘British’ if it has been processed here.    
         Jon Henley, Guardian on 6th January 2009  

To find out more about the RSPCA’s work on pig welfare, join the “Rooting for Pigs Campaign”, 
and find out where you can buy high welfare standard British pork visit:     

www.rspca.org.uk/pigs  
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Please send your comments and donations to:  

RSPCA, Wigan, Leigh & District Branch , 54a Market St, Wigan, WN1 1HX.  
Registered Charity Number 232249. 

 
Please remember to always quote all this information when making out donations or a legacy. 
See our leaflet about leaving money to help animals in Wigan. 
 
Donor’s Details 
Full Name: _________________________________________________________________]  
 
Home Address: ______________________________________________________________]  
 
 __________________________________________________________________________] 
 
Postcode:   ________________________]      Phone number: _______________________] 
 
Yes – I am interested in volunteering – please contact me  
 
Donation (if applicable) Amount £____________________ 
 
Let us know if you already give a regular donation to RSPCA HQ and you wish us to benefit from 
it. 
N.B. Please sign and date your form: 
I am a UK Taxpayer and I wish to Gift Aid any donations I have made or make to the RSPCA 
Wigan, Leigh & District Branch. 
 
Signed_________________________ Date__________________________ 

Remember: Full name + Home address + Postcode + Sign =     

You can make your donation worth 25% more to us, at no extra cost to you, simply by making the Gift Aid 
Declaration below. If you are a UK taxpayer and would like us to be able to reclaim the tax on the donations you 
make, please sign the declaration.  
 
Notes: - 1 - You must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax the charity reclaims - currently 28.2p for each £1 
you give. 2 - If your circumstances change, you can cancel this declaration by notifying the Charity. 3 - If you pay a higher rate of tax, you can 
claim further relief in your Self Assessment Tax Return.  
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Standish High School raised a wonderful 
£1,600 for the branch in December 08. Mike 
Parr, Trustee, accepted it on behalf of the 
Branch 
 
We are very grateful for legacies received 
from the Estates of J.M. Moss, Frank Yates 
& Kathleen Margaret Clarke.  
 
Thanks also to friends & relatives who 
made Donations In Memory Of Nellie 
Matilda Round 
 
Collection boxes : Peaberries Royal 
Arcade & Dogmetics Dog Grooming 
recently returned their well supported 
collection boxes to us.  If you have one – 
however much is in it – do get in touch.�
�
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We were sorry to learn of the sudden death 
in Cyprus of Georgina McCann, an ardent 
supporter of Wigan RSPCA along with her 
husband, Tom. Both Committee Members 
for a time, they helped Sheila Stubbs to 
operate a succession of charity shops - and 
to rehome many animals from these 
properties as well! They also took ‘Pinky’, 
‘Kimmy’, and other ownerless pets into their 
own home. ‘Kim’, originally from Preston 
RSPCA kennels, was taken to their 
retirement home in Cyprus where she spent 
her last happy years. 
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Hilda Lavin, 94 years young and a great 
supporter, was telling me the other day 
about a little dog who shared her life for 
many years. She described him as a Silver 
Terrier, which sounds wonderful. 
 
Does anyone know what this breed looks 
like? A small book prize goes to the first 
correct answer, but as a tie-breaker you 
have to guess his name, too. Hilda will 
judge. 
 
Write to us at our address below! 
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6th March saw a joint first with Wigan and 
Leigh Cats Protection and the RSPCA 
providing a mobile cat neutering clinic in 
Ince. 

Between 9.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. some 26 
cats owned by people on income-related 
benefits were successfully castrated and 
microchipped.  

David Yates, Veterinary Director of the 
Greater Manchester Animal Hospital based 
in Eccles, Salford , said “Now we have 
proved how successfully this exercise can 
help to satisfy the welfare needs in this 
area, we will be arranging other visits in 
future to help neuter other animals in the 
Wigan Branch.”  

Bill Stubbs, our Branch Manager adds 
“Once the Branch finds and sets up its 
proposed Welfare and Advice Centre later 
this year, we are hoping to be able to afford 
regular visits by the Mobile Unit and David’s 
team from the Animal Hospital.”  

 

The team of volunteers from Cats 
Protection League Wigan and Atherton 
Branch (pictured above) led by Elaine 
Higgins were largely responsible for the 
organisation of the event and its smooth 
operation. The RSPCA and Cats Protection 
have worked in close partnership over the 
last four years in order to provide an 
effective neutering and microchipping 
service for felines owned by genuinely 
needy people.  
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Please note – making this contribution won’t 
cost you anything!! 
 
We are always interested in hearing from 
our more ‘experienced’ readers; especially 
about their animals, or about how animals 
fitted into Society in their younger days. Not 
all these stories make pleasant reading, 
however, so be prepared.  
 
Both my Grandfathers served in the First 
World War and survived – but only just! 
They regularly impressed tearfully upon my 
parents how much the Army cavalry and 
draught horses suffered and screamed 
alongside the soldiers during the bombings. 
Those poor creatures who survived did not 
receive a welcome for heroes. Many of 
these innocent victims were abandoned - 
and either slaughtered for human 
consumption or they worked hard the rest of 
their days on farms in Belgium and France. 
Talk about ‘Well done, thou good and 
faithful servants!’ 
 
Bill Stubbs – Branch Manager 
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Now, you can report your missing loved 
ones direct on the Branch’s website 
www.rspca-wigan.org.uk  including a photo.  
 
We will also transfer the details on to our 
National Call Centre’s computer so that 
details will be available to any finders 24 
hours per day, seven days per week. 
 
Please remember that dogs have special 
numbers. For Lost and Stray dogs please 
also phone the Council’s ‘Lost and Found 
Hotline’ on 0845 241 7253 Daily until 1 p.m. 
and after 5 p.m. until 1 a.m. The Dog 
Warden Service - for Found Dog reports 
only - is available from 8.45 a.m. until 5 
p.m. 
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We are very grateful to receive via Geoffrey 
Shryhane, a Vice President of the Branch, 
lots of copies of his late wife Peggy’s book 
‘A Passion for Animals’ to sell in our Wigan 
Charity Shop. So many people have come 
back to say how much they enjoyed reading 
about the animals that Peggy helped for the 
Branch that we thought readers of ‘Animal 
Talk’ would like to know that we still have 
copies left.  
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If you have in your possession one of our 
collecting boxes, please let us empty it and 
bank the contents.  It doesn’t matter how 
large or small it is, or even if it is ‘just’ one 
of the ‘tins’.  
 
No matter either how full or empty it is, let 
us know and we will empty it, give you a 
receipt, and return it. Either drop it off at the 
Shop or, if it is very heavy or large, please 
call us to arrange a visit.  
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Please come along and support the work of 
our volunteers and Trustees at our AGM on 
Monday May 18th at 8 p.m. in the usual 
place - The Oak Hotel (has just changed its 
name back to that from The Quality Hotel) 
in the Conservatory Room. We are always 
pleased to hear from new people wishing to 
join our Committee, but do note that 
nominations and resolutions have to be 
sent in by Members to our office before 
8th May. Please let us know if you would like 
a Membership form. 
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The high profile publicity about the little boy 
being savaged to death by two terriers – a 
Jack Russell and a Staffordshire bull terrier 
– has once 
again 
provoked a 
backlash of 
fear.  
 
Last time this 
happened 
the 
neighbouring 
RSPCA Animal Centres, especially 
Liverpool, became quickly full of homeable 
bull terriers but very few responsible owners 
wanted to adopt them. Unfortunately, 
according to our HQ the use of these dogs 
as status symbols by irresponsible youths 
has become a nationwide problem.  
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We have five rabbits and two cats in 
Gilmore’s looking for good homes. Please 
phone 01257 426110 to view them.  
 

We have other 
unwanted pets 
fostered or 
boarded 
elsewhere, so 
please phone the 
office on 824165 if 
you can help us 
find them good 
homes, too. 
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PRIZE 
NO. 

PRIZE NAME OF 
WINNER 

1ST CHRISTMAS HAMPER Miss K J 
Gould 

2ND PURE DAB1500 POCKET 
DIGITAL RADIO WITH 
SENNHEISER HEADPHONE. 

Mrs 
Jessie 
Cahill 

3RD WIGAN ATHLETIC F.C. SIGNED 
SHIRT 

Mr P. 
Wareing 

4TH WIGAN WARRIORS SIGNED 
RUGBY SHIRT 

Miss K J 
Gould 

5TH WIGAN WARRIORS SIGNED 
RUGBY BALL 

Mrs B 
Parry 

6TH LIVERPOOL F.C. ADULT SHIRT Miss G 
Sharples 

7TH MANCHESTER UNITED F.C. 
JUNIOR SHIRT 

R. 
Brockbank 

8TH ARGOS £30 VOUCHER Mr M 
Ashurst 

9TH GLENMORANGIE 70CL Mr G 
Fairhurst 

10TH NEXT £20 VOUCHER Ms M 
Harrison 

11TH SMIRNOFF VODKA 1.5L Ms K 
Mason 

12TH DOG’S DREAM CHRISTMAS 
HAMPER NO.1 

Mrs D. 
Brown 

13TH DOG’S DREAM CHRISTMAS 
HAMPER NO.2 

Charles 
Litherland 

14TH A CAT’S DINNER SERVICE Miss S 
Murray 

15TH CUDDLY TIGER  E. Barker 

16TH CHRISTMAS PATIO CANDLE Mrs M. 
Wilson 

17TH SCENTED CANDLES SET B. Green 

18TH BODY LOTION & SOAP SET M. 
Sharples 

19TH MEN’S TOILETRIES CASE SET Ms H 
Crawford 

20TH ‘WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE 
KIDDING!’ COLIN BEAN 

McCleave 

21ST BOTTLE OF ASTI MARTINI Mrs 
Mitchell 

22ND A LOVE BEAR TEDDY BEAR Mrs 
Edwards 

23RD COFFEE MAKER Mr 
Stephen 
Lomax 

24TH MARKS & SPENCER £15 
VOUCHER 

D. Gaskell 

25TH  BOTTLE OF BAILEYS Mrs K M 
Hughes 

26TH  MATCHING ELECTRIC 
TOASTER AND KETTLE 

D Brown 
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30th April until 5th May  
 
Can you please help us to display our 
leaflets and posters? We are hoping to set 
up a stall in a public place to promote our 
Branch and the work we do. Will you 
volunteer to help us man this type of event? 
Please let us know on the enclosed return 
slip. 
 

�����������������
Leslie and Patricia Parkinson who run the 
Bowdon School of Ballet with their 
daughter, Katrina, are ex-Wiganers and still 
come 'home' regularly.  
  
They own an adopted three-legged dog, 
various cats originally from the RSPCA, and 
even a donkey, which they rescued from 
being slaughtered for meat in Belgium. 
They therefore know first hand how 
much support many animals need. They 
also know from Avril just how run off their 
feet Committee Members of the Wigan 
Branch constantly are - by having to raise 
funds as well as help many animals (and 
owners) in need in Wigan. 
 
When they heard from Avril about the 
Branch's intention to open a Welfare and 
Advice Centre to replace the old Bridgeman 
Terrace property, they jumped at the 
chance to donate the proceeds of their next 
Show towards the project.  
 
The Show, 'Musical Mania' was held on 
Saturday 28th February and Sunday 1st 
March at Waterside Arts Centre in Sale, 
Cheshire. Avril said the place was packed 
with parents and grandparents of the forty 
or so young pupils who performed 
magnificently on both days. Avril gave a 
brief speech at the end and sung for the 
animals' suppers! It must have worked a 
treat because altogether the event raised 
the marvellous total of £1,500. 
  
John Ashcroft, Branch Chairman, said the 
Wigan Branch is extremely grateful to Avril 
and the Parkinsons and their supporters for 
their hard work and generosity. The Branch 

is totally dependent on local fundraising to 
pay for all the work it does and we receive 
no State aid or funding from RSPCA 
Headquarters.  Therefore this 
donation will go a long way towards the 
high cost of providing and running our new 
Welfare Centre and will secure its future. 
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Volunteers from Wigan and Leigh RSPCA 
Branch recently spent a very enjoyable 
evening with 16th Winstanley Scout group, 
who are working towards their “Naturalist” 
badge. 
 

 
 
The group spent the evening discussing the 
danger that litter can pose to both pets and 
wildlife, ways to make waste “safe” before 
throwing it away, and making posters to 
alert friends and family to the dangers of 
litter to animals. 
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The Branch is sorry to learn of the death of 
Tom Bibby. He was a Magistrate who used 
to air his concerns to Bill about animals, 
especially wildlife and dogs. He would keep 
in touch with the Branch's affairs, too, so 
the animals have lost a friend from 'the 
Bench.' 


